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In Japan, most junior high
school students go on to
high school.
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Learning at School

E Japan’s School System

Graduate School |

Uni " Vocational
niversity Junior College|  School

Technical
High School College

Junior High School

Compulsory
Education

Elementary School

The nine years of elementary school through junior high school are compulsory. In Japan, more
than 95% of junior high school graduates go on to high school. After graduation from high school
there are entrance examinations for universities, junior colleges and vocational schools. Graduat-
ing from high school is advantageous when looking for work as most companies make gradua-

tion from high school a condition of employment.

E Significance of Going on to High School

In order to get the most out of high school, each individual is expected to be actively engaged in

the ambitious curriculum of each subject, as well as participating in extracurricular activities.

High School Composition

High schools have three programs, full time, part time, and correspondence, but the qualification
obtained at graduation is the same. Full time courses are taken over the day time for three years.
Part time and correspondence courses are set at more than three years for graduation, to allow for

study while working.

B Types of Subjects

High school has three types of courses, general courses,

specialized curriculum, and targeted curriculum. Specialized

Targeted \
Curriculum

curriculum is divided into courses related to scientific General | Specialized

exploration, international studies, agriculture, fisheries, Studies Curriculum

industrial studies, commerce, home economics, nursing and

welfare.
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Preparing for Career Selection

To Students

El Determining Appropriate Career Path

We asked junior high school, high school and university students “what do you think about when
choosing a profession?”. At junior high school, many students replied “work that is useful to
society”, at high school, many replied “work appropriate to my abilities”, and at university many
replied “good paying work™.

Actually, students should consider their career path from the perspective of work that they enjoy
or are well suited to. Aptitude is a particularly important element. However, it can be difficult to
understand one’s own abilities, and so it can be very difficult to accurately determine a suitable

course. It is important to consider the results of various surveys and examinations.

Bl Career Paths should be Determined Carefully

In determining one’s career path, it is important to seek to understand one’s own aptitudes. In
other words, it is important to know yourself.

What should be kept in mind is that aptitudes may change as we grow. What begins as a hobby
may over time shift to other interests, changing our personality and abilities little by little. Career
paths do not have to be determined alone, and options should be carefully considered together

with teachers, parents and friends.

Studying as you Work

For those that have graduated junior high school, and are working, or want to have another try at
high school, want to study at their own pace, or want to fit their high school studies into their

work or other life circumstances, there are part time, correspondence and unit programs of study.

(1) Studying at High School Part Time (= Studying as you Work) ﬂ
In consideration of those who would like to both work and learn, there are various "
forms of study including night classes and afternoon classes whereby students u 3

can select their own study times. Also, in terms of the total number of study hours,

in principal the term of study is limited to 4 years, but through technical or

practical work programs the study burden can be reduced.
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(2) Studying at High School on a Per Unit Basis (=Studying at your own pace, studying when you like)
Depending on the desires of the student, the study calendar, and their living environment,
courses are in place for students to easily receive a high school education. Under some
conditions previous study may also be applied.

By combining the subjects and units studied each semester and passing high school level

certification examinations for required units it can be possible to graduate in 3 years.

The following programs are in place to make it easy to complete studies. ,‘

a Prefectural public schools (full time, part time and correspondence) offer a free tuition program \l - 'Y
Program to provide textbooks for part timers and textbooks and manuals for N
correspondence students that are working while they study

¢ Study incentive Program for part time and correspondence programs whereby 2=/
scholarships are provided to those who are working while they study, but for whom study is
difficult for economic reasons, which scholarships do not need to be repaid if they graduate

d Food supplement programs for part time students that are working while they study, but

for whom study is difficult for economic reasons

To Guardians

El Parents with Children that have Desired Career Paths

College is said to be a place to prepare for your future career. Thus it is necessary to consider
your future career prospects when you consider your college. Currently many people want to
study general studies, but if, based on the aptitude and abilities of the child, specialized studies
are more appropriate than general studies, it is important that they are given this advice. It is also

possible to move on to University after studying a specialized course.

Parents with Children that want to Work

For children that get a job immediately after graduating from junior high school, life will be
completely different to school life, and amidst a rapidly changing society this will be the first
time that they have to overcome the troubles of life.

Even if they seem strong in the beginning, once they actually begin working they may face many
unknowns, causing anxiety and worry. With schools working closely with employers, it is

important to eliminate these feelings of insecurity.
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B Courses
4 N

CererEl Through a wide range of general studies each individual student develops their personalities
Studies and abilities, and prepare for a wide range of occupations and society.
> .
) Through exploratory leaning in seminar style classes and practical experiments
Exploration
Science in small groups, acquire skills in thinking, exploration and problem solving.
International Practical language studies in English and Chinese etc., and <
Studies gaining a sense of the world.
Agricultural Learn the basics of cultivation and breeding, including biotechnology,
Studies environmental control, and other advanced technologies.
......................................................................................................... -~
Eisheri Learn to become a marine engineer capable of ensuring
Isheries
i a good supply of fishery resources. h
Studies g PPy Ty
Y e
Specialist Industrial Highly specialized training in a wide variety of industrial subjects, from cutting
Studies Studies  edge technologies to art.
Commerce Acquire the skills necessary to conduct business, from bookkeeping and data
Studies  processing to hands-on sales training etc.
...................................................................................................... 8w
Home Not only learn about the necessities of life with the aim of 3 ik ?;
Economics becoming a home economics specialist, but also learn ™
Studies  about childcare and welfare. ﬁ
Nursing  Through 5 years of training made up of the three years of high school plus two years
Studies ¢ specialized studies, learn the necessities to become a nurse. r
¢
Welfare  Practical training for care workers and home carers in
Studies anticipation of future society.
\
(
Curriculum based on the abilities, aptitudes and interests of each individual student. From the
Targeted
Studies second year, students can deepen their learning by selecting the field that is best for them from
a series of various fields.

- J
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Entering High School

O In order to enter high school, it is necessary to undergo the enroliment screening process.

O First, it is necessary to select the candidate school.
* The various features of each high school, including courses etc. should be fully investigated. W

~
* Target schools should be selected after careful discussions with parents. e

O Seek advice from teachers.

* Seek advice from teachers, including in relation to future career paths.

#When examinations need to be considered

* When students have handicaps which will not allow them to read ‘kanji’ or take examinations, including in

relation to vision, hearing, physical condition or illness, etc., when there are special conditions requiring extra

care please consult with the teacher in charge.

Selection of Enrollees for Prefectural Public Hig -

Full Time Studies

@ Selection by Recommendation

* A selection method that focuses on the personality and purpose of each individual student and

their various capabilities and past performance etc.

 Academic achievement tests are not performed, and selection is based on achievement
records, letters of recommendation, interviews, essays and other practical examinations etc.

* Students can apply for selection by recommendation if they expect to graduate from a junior
high school in the prefecture and have a letter of recommendation from their junior high school

principal. If they pass the nomination process, they have their entrance to high school assured.

@ General Selection
* Selection based on academic achievement tests and achievement records (generally referred
to as student records).
 Academic achievement tests are based on a 40 point score for each of the five subjects of
social studies, Japanese, Science, English and Math.
* Achievement records summarize a student’s junior high school time, and include information

on studies, club and other special activities, interests, skills and number of days absent etc.

@® Secondary Selection
* At high schools where the initial selection by recommendation and general selection do not fill the
capacity of that school, they may offer a secondary selection.
* Those who took the general selection tests but did not pass may apply.

* Successful applicants will be determined based on an examination of the general selection academic

achievement tests and achievement records.
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Part Time/Correspondence

@ Unit Program Selection
The five schools Shinkawa Midorino High School, Yuho High School, Shikino High School,
Oyabe Horticultural High School, and Tonamino High School operate as part time high

schools with unit programs. These high schools operate selections on the following basis.

<First Semester Initial Selection>
* On the same day as the first day academic achievement tests for general
selection for full time courses are being conducted, essay, interview and
academic achievement tests are held. Some schools hold the interviews on
the following day.
* Successful applicants at each high school are determined based on achieve-
ment records, essays, interviews, and the results of academic achievement

tests (this may differ depending on the high school).

<First Semester Secondary Selection>
* Based on quotas provided by the Prefectural Board of Education, selections are made on the
same schedule as for initial selections for the non-unit part time program.
* Successful applicants at each high school are determined based on achievement records,
essays, interviews, and the results of academic achievement tests (this may differ depending

on the high school).

<Second Semester Selection> * excluding Oyabe Horticultural High School
* Held in September, based on announcements by the Prefectural Board of Education on person-
nel recruitment and in consideration of accepted students in first semester selections (initial and
primary etc.) held in the Spring.
* Successful applicants at each high school are determined based on achievement records,
essays, interviews, and the results of academic achievement tests (this may differ depending

on the high school).

@ Selection for Non-Unit Part Time Program and Correspondence Program
In addition to its full time program, Toyama Technical High School offers a part time non-unit
evening program. Also, in addition to its part time program, Yuho High School also offers a

correspondence program. Selections at these high schools are conducted as follows.

<Initial Selection>
* Selection methods, including achievement records, essays, interviews and academic achieve-
ment tests differ for each high school and course. For more details, contact individual

schools.

<Secondary Selection>

* Courses that are not filled to capacity after initial selection have a secondary selection.

* Selection methods and schedules differ for each high school and course.

For more details, contact individual schools.
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[0 Costs for Public High Schools

(FY2011)
Full Time Part Time Correspondence
Entrance Exam. fees | 2,200 yen 950 yen 460 yen
Admission fees 5,650 yen 2,100 yen None
Tuition

*Qther costs

» Payments upon Admission: Textbooks, uniforms purchase etc.

* Monthly Payments after Admission: PTA fees, student fees, supplementary materials etc.

1 Scholarships

In Toyama Prefecture, for those who find it difficult to study due to economic reasons, a scholar-

ship program is in place to loan the funds necessary for study.

(1) Monthly Payments

Target High School

High School

(FY2011)
Public/Private|Commute Area| Monthly Payment

Home 18,000 yen

0] o) o B
Outside Home 23,000 yen
Home 30,000 yen

Private [
Outside Home 35,000 yen

(2) Lending Period

In principle, from high school entry to graduation

(3) Eligibility, Loan Conditions etc.

* Guardian has an address in Toyama Prefecture

* Not receiving any other scholarships or loans

* Able to provide a guarantor  etc.

(4) Repayment

Loaned scholarships shall be repaid in full within 10 years of graduation.

? y
.
N

("
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